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DEATH OF DR. 


The death of Dr. Rae, which occurred on 
Monday afternoon, at his residence in Addison-gardens 
North, removes the last of the older school of Arctic 
explorers. For years his stalwart figure has been so| 
familiar to the frequenters of the Geographical and 
other meetings, and he always looked so young, that it 
Was sometimes difficult to remember that he belonged 
to a past generation of travellers. He was exploring) 
the Arctic regions when Franklin was still alive, and! 
was the familiar friend of Parry, of Simpson, of Back) 
of the Rosses, and of Richardson. He had wor 
great fame by the discovery of the first indubitable 
proofs of a terrible disaster having befallen the Brebu f 
and Terror before Kane, Hayes, Hall, M‘Clintock} 
Richards, Belcher, Inglefield, Kellet, and M*‘Clur 
had become known in connection with the Faij 
North; and he was a veteran who had retire 
to Addison-road and his Orkney Moor when thé 
world began to hear of Nares and Markham, and 
Nordenskjéld, and Greely, and De Long. Yet he was 
vigorous enough not many months ago to criticise in 
the columns of The Standard the plans of Nansen an¢ 
the reports of Peary. Dr. Rae was born in 1813, s 
that he had nearly completed his eightieth year. 
member of a well-known Orkney family, Stromne 
claimed him as her most distinguished son. His mothe 
was a notable woman, who is believed to have sug 
gested to Sir Walter Scott much of the plot which h 
afterwards embodied in ‘‘ The Pirate.” For it was while 
living in the House of Claistron, on the other side of 
Claistron Roads, that she entertained the famous 
novelist, and told him the tale of John Gow, who had 
been born in that house, and intended looting it when, 
in 1725, he turned up at Stromness in command of ¢ 
pirate brig. The Rae boys were familiar from thei 
childhood with firearms and boats. 

Accordingly, it was only in the fitness of things tha 
John should enter the Hudson’s Bay Company's servic 
almost as soon as he had taken his diploma in Edin- 
burgh. Rae’s nominal duty was that of surgeon; but 
the doctor soon drifted into the trader, and before he 
left “the country” he had attained the rank of Chie 
Factor. In 1846 the Hudson’s Bay Company resolve 
to justify its position along the shores of the Polar Se 
by doing something for the discovery of the North 
West Passage, by exploring the supposed bay reached 
some years earlier by Dease and Simpson, to the east 
of Fury and Hecla Strait. Rae was put in commani 
of thirteen men, and ordered to start for For 
Churchill, in Hudson’s Bay, and make their way t 
Repulse Bay, and then first up the western’ and nex, 
up the eastern coast of the Calf of Akkoleé, by mean, 
of boats, dragged when necessary over ‘* portages.j 
At Repulse Bay the party wintered, after the com 
mander had procured a stock of provisions by hunting 
and fishing, principally reindeer and salmon. The} 
lived for part of the time in a snow house 
but, except for cooking, they had no fuel durin | 
the whole of the Winter. Next Spring six o| 
the Expedition started north, with sledges, ant 
travelled along the west shore of the Gulf oil 
Akkolee, reaching the vicinity of Sir John Ross's 
most southerly discoveries, thus for ever putting at) 
rest its supposed communication with the Polar Sea. 
They now set off for the coast across the land, in a 
tiresome march through the soft snow and across five 
frozen lakes, in about latitude 69 deg. 26 min. N, until 
an islet was reached by Rae alone. Fromarising ground 
he found the water to be actually an ice-covered sea, 
studded with innumerable islands, and stretching for 
a long distance ahead of him. It proved to be the 
Lord Mayor's Bay of the Victory voyage, and the 
islands those which Sir John Ross had named the 
“¢Sons of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland.” Rae 
had simply crossed 2 penmsula of the Gulf of Akkolee, 
and proved that theshores which had witnessed the disas- 
ter of the Victory, the eastern shores of Boothia, were 
continuous with the mainland of America. This penin- 
sula he named after Sir John Ross, and the isthmus 
after his nephew, the still more celebrated Sir James 
Clarke Ross. After some further discoveries, the 
party returned to Fort Churchill on the Slst of 
“August, 1847, ak Lc 


Rae was, however, not long permitted to remain 
idle, for next Summer he was ordered to accompany 
Sir John Richardson, the intimate friend and former 
companion of Sir John Franklin. on a search Expe- 
dition for the Erebus and Terror, down the Mackenzie 
River and along the adjoining coast. After an 
interesting Summer search, and a Winter at Fort Con- 
fidence, the Expedition returned to England without 
having obtained any tidings of the missing ships. But 
before leaving, Sir John Richardson accepted the offer 
of Dr. Rae to. continue the search alone over a part of 
the coast which the party had not been able to 
trace in the Summer of 1848. This was Victoria 
‘Land and Wollaston Land. His voluntary task wae 
accomplished with such success that, though the ex- 
plorations begun did not result in any discoveries 
bearing on the Franklin Expedition, the party fitted 
out in 1853 was eminently fruitful in attaining the 
main object for which it was despatched. Wintering 
in 1853 at Repulse Bay, the first year’s work resulted 
in the survey of the Quoich River, so named by Rae 
after a place in the Orkneys. In the Spring of 1854 he 
struck across the land where Dease and Simpson 
thought a channel existed, separating Boothia from 
the mainland. Here Eskimo were met with, and ir 
the course of conversation told the tale of the loss of 
Franklin’s vessel in much thesame detail thatsubsequen! 
discoveries confirmed, and sold to the party plate anc 
other articles belonging to the long-missing party 
They, moreover, declared that, though the Expeditior 
had deserted the ships in 1847, members of the party 
were living three years later. This news was s0 im 
portant that, after some further explorations, Rae re 
turned to England with the intelligence, which was the 
sensation of the Autumn of 1854. 

In addition. to. the Geographical Society’s medai 
‘‘for his survey of Boothia and of the coasts of 
Wollaston and Victoria Lands,” the 10,000/. offered 
by Parliament for the first intelligence regarding the 
fate of Franklin was awarded to the gallant Orcadian. 
This sum he shared with his men, and again resumed 
his position in the Hudson’s Bay service. This, how- 
ever, he left as soon as his pension could be secured, 
and for some years he took up his residence in Canada.| 
At a later date he came to England, and took a con- 
siderable share in the business of the Company, and| 
in schemes for the development of their terri- 
tories. In 1860, when the Atlantic telegraph was 
looked upon as hopeless, he accompanied the Bull- 
dog Expedition, which surveyed a route from Iceland 
to Greenland and across Davis Strait for a cable, and 
in 1864 crossed America to explore the capabilities for 
a line which the Hudson’s Bay Company proposed te 
construct across their territories. On reaching Van- 
couver Island he was entertained at a public 
dinner in Victoria, where a street bears his name. 
Dr. Rae soon after this date settled permanently in 
England, though still busy with a variety of occupa- 
tions, and was until-very recently one of the keenest 
rouse shots of the North. Dr. Rae, in addition tc 
is degree of M.D., was a Doctor of Laws of Edin- 
burgh, a Fellow of the Royal and other Societies, and 
more than once a Councillor of the Royal Geographical 
Society. He was married to a Canadian lady, who 
survives him. Though an admirable raconteur, he 
could never be persuaded to write any work worthy of 
his great reputation as a traveller in North America, 
and of the vast amount of information which he pos- 
sessed regarding the regions in which he passed 80 

many years. 
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DEATH OF DR. JOHN RAE. 


The death of Dr. Rae, which occurred on 
Monday afternoon, at his residence in Addison-gardens 
North, removes the last of the older school of Arctic 
explorers. For years his stalwart figure has been so} 
familiar to the frequenters of the Geographical and 
other meetings, and he always looked so young, that it 
was sometimes difficult to remember that he belonged 
to # past generation of travellers. He was exploring 
the Arctic regions when Franklin was still alive, and! 
was the familiar friend of Parry, of Simpson, of Back! 
of the Rosses, and of Richardson. He had wor 
great fame by the discovery of the first indubitable 
proofs of a terrible disaster having befallen the Erebu f 
and Terror before Kane, Hayes, Hall, M‘Clintock! 
Richards, Belcher, Inglefield, Kellet, and M‘Clur 
had become known in connection with the Fai| 
North; and he was a veteran who had retired 
to Addison-road and his Orkney Moor when thé 
world began to hear of Nares and Markham, and 
Nordenskjéld, and Greely, and De Long. Yet he was, 
vigorous enough not many months ago to criticise in 
the columns of The Standard the plans of Nansen anc 
the reports of Peary. Dr. Rae was born in 1813, 8 
that he had nearly completed his eightieth year. 
member of a well-known Orkney family, Stromne 
claimed him as her most distinguished son. His mothe 
was a notable woman, who is believed to have sug 
gested to Sir Walter Scott much of the plot which hi 
afterwards embodied in ‘‘ The Pirate.” For it was while 
living in the House of Claistron, on the other side of 
Claistron Roads, that she entertained the famous 
novelist, and told him the tale of John Gow, who had 
been born in that house, and intended looting it when, 
in 1725, he turned up at Stromness in command of % 
pirate brig. The Kae boys were familiar from thei} 
childhood with firearms and boats. 

Accordingly, it was only in the fitness of things tha 
Jobn should enter the Hudson’s Bay Company's servic 
almost as soon as he had taken his diploma in Edin- 
burgh. Rae’s nominal duty was that of surgeon; but 
the doctor soon drifted into the trader, and before he 
left ‘‘ the country ” he had attained the rank of Chie 
Factor. In 1846 the Hudson’s Bay Company resolve 
to justify its position along the shores of the Polar Se 
by doing something for the discovery of the North 

est Passage, by exploring the supposed bay reached 
some years earlier by Dease and Simpson, to the east 
of Fury and Hecla Strait. Rae was put in commant 
of thirteen men, and ordered to start for For 
Churchill, in Hudson’s Bay, and make their way t 
Repulse Bay, and then first up the western’ and nex, 
up the eastern coast of the Galt of Akkoleé, by mean 
of boats, dragged when necessary over ‘‘ portages.} 
At Repulse Bay the party wintered, after the com! 
mander had procured a stock of provisions by hunting 
and fishing, principally reindeer and salmon. They 
lived for part of the time in a snow house 
but, except for cooking, they had no fuel durin 
the whole of the Winter. Next Spring six o 
the Expedition started north, with sledges, ant 
travelled along the west shore of the Gulf oi 
Akkolee, reaching the vicinity of Sir John Ross's 
most southerly discoveries, thus for ever putting at 
rest its supposed communication with the Polar Sea. 
They now set off for the coast across the land, in a 
tiresome march through the soft snow and across five 
frozen lakes, in about latitude 69 deg. 26 min. N, until 
an islet was reached by Rae alone, From.avising ground 
he found the water to be actually an ice-covered sea, 
studded with innumerable islands, and stretching for 
a long distance ahead of him. It proved to be the 
Lord Mayor’s Bay of the Victory voyage, and the 
islands those which Sir John Ross had named the 
“Sons of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland.” Rae 
had simply crossed a peninsula of the Gulf of Akkolee, 
and proved that theshores which had witnessed the disas- 
ter of the Victory, the eastern shores of Boothia, were 
continuous with the mainland of America, This penin- 
sula he named after Sir John Ross, and the isthmus 
after his nephew, the still more celebrated Sir James: 
Clarke Ross. After some further discoveries, the 
party returned to Fort Churchill on the Slsé of 
‘August, 1847, 


SE 


Rae was, however, not long permitted to remain 
idle, for next Summer he was ordered to accompany’ 
Sir John Richardson, the intimate friend and former 
companion of Sir John Franklin. on a search Expe- 
dition for the Erebus and Terror, down the Mackenzie 
River and along the adjoining coast. After an 
interesting Summer search, and a Winter at Fort Con- 
fidence, the Expedition returned to England without 
having obtained any tidings of the missing ships. But 
before leaving, Sir John Richardson accepted the offer 
of Dr. Rae to continue the search alone over a part of 
the coast which the party had not been able to 
trace in the Summer of 1848. This was Victoria 
Land and Wollaston Land. His voluntary task was 
accomplished with such success that, though the ex- 
—- begun did not result in any discoveries 

earing on the Franklin Expedition, the party fitted 
out in 1853 was eminently fruitful in attaining the 
main object for which it was despatched. Wintering | 
in 1853 at Repulse Bay, the first year’s work resulted 
in the survey of the Quoich River, so named by Rae 
after a place in the Orkneys. In the Spring of 1854 he 
struck across the land where Dease and Simpson 
thought a channel existed, separating Boothia from 
the mainland. Here Eskimo were met with, and ir 
the course of conversation told the tale of the loss of 
Franklin’s vessel in much thesame detail thatsubsequen! 
discoveries confirmed, and sold to the party plate anc 
other articles belonging to the long-missing party 
They, moreover, declared that, though the Expeditior 
had deserted the ships in 1847, members of the part; 
were living three years later. This news was s0 im 
portant that, after some further explorations, Rae re 
turned to England with the intelligence, which was the 
sensation of the Autumn of 1854. 

In addition. to. the Geographical Society’s medai 
‘‘for his survey of Boothia and of the coasts of 
Wollaston and Victoria Lands,” the 10,000/. offere 
by Parliament for the first intelligence regarding the 
fate of Franklin was awarded to the gallant Orcadian. 
This sum he shared with his men, and again resumed 
his position in the Hudson’s Bay. service. This, how- 
ever, he left as soon as his pension could be secured, 
and for some years he took up his residence in Canada. | 
At a later date he came to England, and took a con- 
siderable share in the business of the Company, and 
in schemes for the development of their terri-| 
tories. In 1860, when the Atlantic telegraph was 
looked upon as hopeless, he accompanied the Bull- 
dog Expedition, which surveyed a route from Iceland 
to Greenland and across Davis Strait for a cable, and 
in 1864 crossed America to explore the capabilities for 
a line which the Hudson’s Bay Company proposed te 
construct across their territori On reaching Van- 
couver Island he was entertained at a public 
dinner in Victoria, where a street bears his name, 
Dr. Rae soon after this date settled permanently in 
England, though still busy with a variety of occupa 
tions, and was until-very recently one of the keenest 
grouse shots of the North. Dr. Rae, in addition te 
his degree of M.D., was a Doctor of Laws of Hdin- 
burgh, a Fellow of the Royal and other Societies, and 
more than once a Councillor of the Royal Geographical 
Society. He was married to a Canadian lady, who 
survives him. Though an admirable racontewr, he 
could never be persuaded to write any work worthy of 
his great reputation as a traveller in North America, 
and of the vast amount of information which he pos- 
sessed regarding the regions in which he passed 80 
many years. 
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s DEATH OF DR. JOHN RAE, Rae was, huwever, not long permitted to remain 


oe \e 
The death of Dr. Rae, which occurred on 
Monday afternoon, at bis residence in Addison-gardens 
North, removes the last of the older school of Arctic 
explorers. For years his stalwart figure has been so 
familiar to the frequenters of the Geographical and 
other meetings, and he always looked so young, that it 
was sometimes difficult to remember that he belonged 
to # past generation of travellers. He was exploring| 
the Arctic regions when Franklin was still alive, and! 
was the familiar friend of Parry, of Simpson, of Back) 
of the Rosses, and of Richardson. He had wor 
great fame by the discovery of the first indubitable 
proofs of a terrible disaster having befallen the Eret f 
and Terror before Kane, Hayes, Hall, M‘Clintock! 
Richards, Belcher, Inglefield, Kellet, and M‘Clur 
had become known in connection with the Faj 
North; and he was a veteran who had retired 
to Addison-road and his Orkney Moor when th( 
world began to hear of Nares and Markham, and 
Nordenskjéld, and Greely, and De Long. Yet he was. 
vigorous enough not many months ago to criticise in 
the columns of The Standard the plans of Nansen an¢ 
the reports of Peary. Dr. Rae was born in 1813, 8 
that he had nearly completed his eightieth year. 
member of a well-known Orkney family, Stromne 
claimed him as her most distinguished son. His mothe 
was a notable woman, who is believed to have sug 
gested to Sir Walter Scott much of the plot which hi 
afterwards embodied in ‘‘ The Pirate.” For it was while 
living in the House of Claistron, on the other side of 
Claistron Roads, that she entertained the famous 
novelist, and told him the tale of John Gow, who had 
been born in that house, and intended looting it when, 
in 1725, he turned up at Stromness in command of % 


idle, for next Summer he was ordered to accompany’ 
Sir John Richardson, the intimate friend and former 
companion of Sir John Franklin. on a search Expe- 
dition for the Erebus and Terror, down the Mackenzie 
River and along the adjoining coast. After an 
interesting Summer search, and a Winter at Fort Con- 
fidence, the Expedition returned to England without 
having obtained any tidings of the missing ships. But 
before leaving, Sir John Richardson accepted the offer 
of Dr. Rae to continue the search alone over a part of 
the coast which the party had not been A to 
trace in the Summer of 1848. This was Victoria/ 
‘Land and Wollaston Land. His voluntary task was) 
accomplished with such success that, though the ex~ 
— begun did not result in any discoveries 

earing on the Franklin Expedition, the party fitted 
out in 1853 was eminently fruitful in attaining the 
main object for which it was despatched. Wintering| 
in 1853 at Repulse Bay, the first year’s work resulted 
in the survey of the Quoich River, so named by Rae 
after a place in the Orkneys. In the Spring of 1854 he 
struck across the land where Dease and Simpson 
thought a channel existed, separating Boothia from} 
the mainland. Here Eskimo were met with, and ir 
the course of conversation told the tale of the loss of 
Franklin’s vessel in much thesame detail that subsequen! 
discoveries confirmed, and sold to the party plate an¢ 
other articles belonging to the long-missing party. 
They, moreover, declared that, though the Expeditior 
had deserted the ships in 1847, members of the party 
were living three years later. This news was so im 
portant that, after some further explorations, Rae re 
turned to England with the intelligence, which was the 
sensation of the Autumn of 1854. 

In addition. to. the Geographical Society’s medal 
‘‘for his survey of Boothia and of the coasts of 
Wollaston and Victoria Lands,” the 10,000/. offered) 
by Parliament for the first intelligence regarding the 
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the doctor soon drifted into the trader, and before he 
left “the country” he had attained the rank of Chie 
Factor. In 1846 the Hudson’s Bay Company resolve 
to justify its position along the shores of the Polar Se 
by doing something for the discovery of the North 


siderable share in the business of the Company, and 
in schemes for the development of their terri-| 
tories. In 1860, when the Atlantic telegraph was 
looked upon as hopeless, he accompanied the Bull- 
dog Expedition, which surveyed a route from Iceland 
to Greenland and across Davis Strait for a cable, and 
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mander had procured a stock of provisions by hunting 
and fishing, principally reindeer and salmon. They 
lived for part of the time in a snow house 

but, except for cooking, they had no fuel durin 

the whole of the Winter. Next Spring six o 

the Expedition started north, with sledges, ant 
travelled along the west shore of the Gulf oil 
Akkolee, reaching the vicinity of Sir John Ross’s 
most southerly discoveries, thus for ever putting at 
rest its supposed communication with the Polar Sea. 
They now set off for the coast across the land, in a 
tiresome march through the soft snow and across five 
frozen lakes, in about latitude 69 deg. 26 min. N, until 
an islet was reached by Rae alone. From arising ground 
he found the water to be actually an ice-covered sea, 
studded with innumerable islands, and stretching for 
a long distance ahead of him. It proved to be the 
Lord Mayor's Bay of the Victory voyage, and the 
islands those which Sir John Ross had named the 
“Sons of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland.” Rae 
had simply crossed a penmsula of the Gulf of Akkolee, 
and proved that the shores which had witnessed the disas- 
ter of’ the Victory, the eastern shores of Boothia, were 
continuous with the mainland of America. This penin- 
sula he named after Sir John Ross, and the isthmus 
after his nephew, the still more celebrated Sir James 
Clarke Ross. After some further discoveries, the 
party returned to Fort Churchill on the Slst of 
‘August, 1847, 


grouse shots of the North. Dr. Rae, in addition te 
his degree of M.D., was a Doctor of Laws of HEdin- 
burgh, a Fellow of the Royal and other Societies, and 
more than once a Councillor of the Royal Geographical 
Society. He was married to a Canadian lady, who 
survives him. Though an admirable racontenr, he 
could never be persuaded to write any work worthy of 
his great reputation as a traveller in North America, 
and of the vast amount of information which he pos- 
sessed regarding the regions in which he passed so 
many years. 
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Sis, 
The enclosed petition, with signatures attach d, 
in favour of Blisée Reclus was delivered to one of the 
secretaties of the Commission of Pardons, sitting at 


Versailles, on the 3rd instant. 


Unhappily the statement that the prayer of the 
petition has been granted is premature, andit has, 
therefore, been determined to send in a aecond and 
supplementary petition signed by other distinguished 
English scholars and men of science, whose names 


could not be obtained in time for the fist petition. 


May I, therefore, ark you to be kind erough to add 


your name to the separate form enclosed and forward it 


by return of post to me 


HENRY WOODWARD, FE.GS., F.Z.S5., 
British Museum. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY PETITION. 


ee 


To the President, Vice-President and Members of the 
“ Commission des Grdces” appointed by the National 
Assemb'y to consider the applications for pardon and 
commutation of sentence of persoas connected with 
the Commune. 


We the undersigned (British subjects and others), 
men of science, entertaiuiug a high opin‘on of the pas 
services to literature and science of Monsieur Elisée 
Reclus, a prisoner now under sentence of deportation, 
beg permission to make an earnest appeal to your 
clemency in his favour. 

We cannot but believe that his connection with the 
insurrectionary body of the Garde Nationale was solely 
an accident of circumstance or an unwilling concession 


? and not the result of his natural 


to “force majeure,’ 
character ; his habits and mode of life being those of 
a lover of peace, and a calm student of the laws of 
nature, as his works testify. 

We, therefore, implore your clemency for him and 
entreat that, if it should appear to you unadvisable 
wholly to remit the seutence imposed on M. Reclus, 
you may be pleased at least to commute it to simple 
banishment, so that he may retire to some foreign land, 
and there pursue his valuable studies. 

In the hope that you will excuse and favourably 
entertain this petition, your memorialists will ever 
pray, &e. 
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Sir, 
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secretaties of the Commission cf Pardons, sitting at 


Versailles, on the 3rd instant. 
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May I, therefore, ark you to be kind erough to add 
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British Museum. 
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A Monument to Wiitram Smita, LL.D. 
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One of the most interesting historical collections preserved in the 
British Museum (Natural History) is the Geological Collection of 
William Smith, LL.D. This was commenced about the year 1787, 
and purchased by the Trustees in 1816, a supplemental Collection 
being added by Dr. Smith in 1818. 

It is remarkable as the first attempt made to identify the various 
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very wide areas of country. 
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p. 95). William Smith lies buried a few by Organized Fossils,” with coloured plates (quarto, 1816 ; four parts 
feet from the west tower of the fine old Norman church of Saryt Prrer’s at North- 


only published); and his “Stratigraphical System of Organized 
ampton. The bust is placed within the church, against the west wall of the nave, Fossils ” (quarto, 1817). 
south of the grand Norman arch over the entrance to the tower. It stands on A coloured copy of his large Map, the first Geological Map of 
a marble pedestal inscribed :— England and Wales, with a part of Scotland, commenced in 1812, 
‘To honour the name of William Smith, LL.D. This monument is erected by 


and published in 1815—size 8 feet 9 inches by 6 feet 2 inches, 
Friends and Fellow-labourers in the field of British Geology. Born 28rd March, engraved by John Cary—is exhibited in the Geological Department 
1769, at Churchill in Oxfordshire, and trained to the Profession of a Civil Engineer 


near his collection. 
and Mineral Surveyor, He began, in 1791, to survey collieries and plan canals in William Smith was born at Churchill, a village of Oxfordshire, 
the vicinity of Bath, and having observed that several strata of that District were in 1769 ; he was the son of a small farmer and mechanic, but his 
characterized ly peculiar groups of coe remains, he adopted this fact as a father died when he was only eight years old, leaving him to the 
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for the above transcript. There is no sculptor’s name on the bust.—H. W. | 
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2 Miscelianeous—Monument to William Smith, LL.D. 


parts, and had already begun carefully and systematically to collect 
fossils and to observe the structure of the rocks. In 1793 he was 
appointed to survey the course of the intended Somersetshire Coal- 
Canal, near Bath. or six years he was the resident engineer of the 
canal, and, applying his previously-acquired knowledge, he was 
enabled to prove that the strata from the New Red Marl (Trias) 
upwards followed each other in a regular and orderly succession, 
each bed being marked by its own characteristic fossils, and having 
a general tendency or “dip” to the south-east. 

To verify his theory he travelled in subsequent years over the 
greater part of England and Wales, and made careful observations of 
the geological succession of the rocks, proving also, by the fossils 
obtained, the identity of the strata over very wide areas along their 
outcrops. 

His knowledge of fossils advanced even further, for he discovered 
that those in sitd retained their sharpness, whereas the same speci- 
mens derived from the drifts or gravel-deposits were usually rounded 
and water-worn, and had reached their present site by subsequent 
erosion of the parent-rock. 

In 1799 William Smith circulated in MS. the order of succession 
of the strata and imbedded organic remains found in the vicinity 
of Bath. 

His Geological Map of England and Wales is dated 1815. 

On June 1, 1816, he published his “Strata Identified by Organized 
Fossils,” with illustrations of the most characteristic specimens in 
each stratum (4to.). 

In 1817 he printed “A Stratigraphical System of Organized 
Fossils,” compiled from the original geological collection deposited 
in the British Museum (4to.). 

In 1819 he published a reduction of his great Geological Map, 
together with several sections across England. 

These sections have lately been presented to the British Museum by 
Wm. Topley, Esq., F.R.S., F.G.S., and are exhibited upon the wall 
near Smith’s bust in the Geological Gallery (No. 11), see Guide-Book. 

Mr. Smith received the award of the first Wollaston Medal and 
Fund in 1831, from the hands of Prof. Sedgwick, the President of 
the Geological Society—* As a great original discoverer in English 
geology, and especially for his having been the first, in this country, 
to discover and teach the identification of strata, and to determine 
their succession by means of their imbedded fossils.” 

In June, 1832, the Government of H.M. King William the Fourth 
awarded Mr. Smith a pension of £100 a year, but he only enjoyed 
it for seven years, as he died 28 August, 1839. 

In 1885 the degree of LL.D. was conferred upon Mr. Smith by 
the Provost and Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin. 

The highest compliment paid him was that by Sedgwick, who 
rightly named him “the Father of English Geology.” 

The bust above the case which contains William Smith’s collection 
is a copy of that by Chantry surmounting the tablet to his memory 
in the beautiful antique church of All Saints, at Northampton, where 
his remains lie buried. 


Miscellaneous—Monument to William Smith, LL.D. 3 


A monument has just been erected by the Earl of Ducie, F.R.S., 
F.G.S., to the memory of William Smith, at Churchill, Oxfordshire, 
where he was born; a village already famous as the birthplace of 
Warren Hastings. 

The monument is formed of huge Oolitic ragstones of the district, 
similar to the Rollright stones. The name “Oolite” was given by 
William Smith to the rocks of the formation of which the higher 
grounds in this locality are a part. 


This view of William Smith’s Monument at Churchill has been prepared from a 
photograph taken by Lord Moreton, to whom we are indebted for permission to 
reproduce it here. 

It is a monolith standing on a double base. The lower base is 
10} feet square, and 34 feet high, the upper one is 64 feet square, 
and 2} feet high. The monolith stands 9 feet high above the 
upper base, and is about 3 feet square. A marble slab is inserted 
in the side facing the road from Chipping Norton, and bears this 
inscription :—“In Memory of William Smith, ‘The Father of British 
Geology’; Born at Churchill, March 23rd, 1769 ; Died at Northamp- 
ton, August 28th, 1839. Erected by the Earl of Ducie, 1891.” 
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Prof. Judd has called attention to an error, often copied from *‘ The Life of 
William Smith,” by his nephew, the late Professor John Phillips, F.R.S., of Oxford, 
in which it is stated that ‘his bust, surmounting the tablet to his memory, is in the 
beautiful antique church of _A/J Saints, at Northampton, where his remains lie 
buried ’’ (see Gro. Mac. for Feb. 1892, p. 95). William Smith lies buried a few 
feet from the west tower of the fine old Norman church of Sant Pzrer’s at North- 
ampton. The bust is placed within the church, against the west wall of the nave, 
south of the grand Norman arch over the entrance to the tower. It stands on 
a marble pedestal inscribed :— 

“To hgnour the name of William Smith, LL.D. This monument is erected by 
Friends and Fellow-labourers in the field of British Geology. Born 23rd March, 
1769, at Churchill in Oxfordshire, and trained to the Profession of a Civil Engineer 
and Mineral Surveyor, He began, in 1791, to survey collieries and plan canals in 
the vicinity of Bath, and having observed that several strata of that District were 
characterized by peculiar groups of organic remains, he adopted this fact as a 
principle of comparison, and was by it enabled to identify the strata in distant parts 
of this Island, To construct sections, and to complete and publish in 1815 a 
Geological Map of England and Wales. By thus devoting, during his whole life, 
all the power of an observing mind to the advancement of one Branch of Science, 
he gained the title of the ‘Father of English Geology.’ While on his way to a 
Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science at Birmingham, 
he died in this town, at the house of his friend George Baker, the historian of 
Northamptonshire, 28th August, 1839.1 


1 Tam indebted to the Rev, E. N. Tom, M.A., Rector of St. Peter’s, Northampton, 
for the above transcript. There is no sculptor’s name on the bust.—H. W. 
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No. 332, p. 94, February, 1892.] 


A Monument to WitrraM Smiru, LL.D. 


Onx of the most interesting historical collections preserved in the 
British Museum (Natural History) is the Geological Collection of 
William Smith, LL.D. This was commenced about the year 1787, 
and purchased by the Trustees in 1816, a supplemental Collection 
being added by Dr. Smith in 1818. 

It is remarkable as the first attempt made to identify the various 
strata forming the solid crust of England and Wales by means of 
their fossil remains. There had been other and earlier Collections 
of fossils, but to William Smith is due the credit of being the first 
to show that each bed of Chalk or Sandstone, Limestone or Clay, is 
marked by its own special organisms, and that these can be relied 
upon as characteristic of such stratum, wherever it is met with, over 
very wide areas of country. 

The fossils contained in this Cabinet were gathered together by 
William Smith in his journeys over all parts of England during 
thirty years, whilst oceupied in his business as a Land Surveyor and 
Engineer, and were used to illustrate his works, ‘Strata Identified 
by Organized Fossils,” with coloured plates (quarto, 1816 ; four parts 
only published); and his « Stratigraphical System of Organized 
Fossils ” (quarto, 1817). 

A coloured copy of his large Map, the first Geological Map of 
England and Wales, with a part of Scotland, commenced in 1812, 
and published in 1815—size 8 feet 9 inches by 6 feet 2 inches, 
engraved by John Cary—is exhibited in the Geological Department 
near his collection. 

William Smith was born at Churchill, a village of Oxfordshire, 
in 1769 ; he was the son of a small farmer and mechanic, but his 
father died when he was only eight years old, leaving him to the 
care of his uncle, who acted as his guardian. William’s uncle did 
not approve of the boy’s habit of collecting stones (‘ pundibs = 
Terebratule, and “ quoit-stones ”= Clypeus sinuatus) ; but seeing that 
his nephew was studious, he gave him a little money to buy books. 
By means of these he taught himself the rudiments of geometry 
and land-surveying, and at the age of eighteen he obtained employ- 
ment as a land surveyor in Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, and other 
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